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REHEARSAL NOTES

Eleanor Rigby should have a loose, “floating” Brazilian groove with elements of laid-back Samba and perhaps a hit of Songo at places
like mm. 31-38, mm. 84-91, etc.

* The tempo should be no brighter than J = 150.

* The saxophone section trills should be relaxed. Also, allow the dynamics to control the speed of the trill. If a trill is written during a
decrescendo, gradually slow the trill along with the decreasing volume.

* Accented “short” notes in the concert ensemble (e.g., m. 49 - last half of the bar) should not be too short.

* The bucket mutes in the trombone section are there for timbre, not volume control. Whenever the trombones in buckets play with the
fliigelhorns, it’s important that they balance up to fliigelhorns as an equal component of the brass texture.

M. 21 — The melodic frontline (Tenor Sax 1, Trombone 2 and Guitar) should be sure to phrase together.
M. 74 — The solo section is designed to provide a number of structural options. Here are a couple of possibilities:

a) One extended solo: Repeat mm. 74-91 as desired and cue the backgrounds at m. 92 to continue on into the chart.
No repeat at m. 121;

b) Multiple soloists: Play mm. 74-91 once and go directly to the backgrounds at m. 92. Repeat back to m. 74 and repeat the
process for subsequent soloists.

M. 122 - Due to the “classical” flavour of the original Beatles track, I felt that this arrangement had to have a section that acknowledged
and developed that aspect of the original. That's what the section at m. 122 is about. This section should be played with a “chamber
music” approach and build for 32 measures to a major climax at m. 154 . Be sure to pace and shape the ensemble intensity towards this
point.

I hope you all enjoy this chart!
Eric Richards
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