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About the Arranger

Born in Kyoto, Japan, Yukiko Nishimura began studying music on her own initiative at an early age. She started taking piano lessons at the
age of four and began learning composition at eight. After graduating from Tokyo University of the Arts with a major in music theory
and composition, she continued her studies at the University of Miami in Florida and the Manhattan School of Music in New York.

She has been commissioned to write works by performers, ensembles, and organizations. Her projects include composing music
for Edison’s Frankenstein (1910), the first silent horror film in American cinema history, theatrical projects, and collaborations with
such as Noh theater, a traditional form of Japanese drama.

Yukiko studied composition with Atsutada Otaka, Alfred Reed, Richard Danielpour, and Giampaolo Bracali, and piano with lvan
Davis and Sara Davis Buechner.

The First Noel

This arrangement presents an alternative version for Jazz ensemble, inspired by the composer’s own imagination of her original arrangement for a different
setting. It reveals a distinct musical character and offers a fresh perspective on the original sound world. The arrangement opens with an original introduction by
the composer. Enjoy each phrase and harmony as they evolve, particularly through the dramatic transition in the middle section. The goal of this arrangement

is to create a warm, heartfelt atmosphere, expressing a unified voice between melody and harmony. When the ensemble can feel one another’s overtones, the
music will resonate beautifully as one. In this performance, a warm and relaxed style is ideal. Allow the slow tempo to breathe with a gentle sway, and stay
mindful of the dialogue between the main melody and the obbligato lines. Hope you enjoy expressing the lyrical conversation within the ensemble.

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found 0
aZZ O O and used by going to excelciamusic.com
° and searching for the title of this piece. yukikonishimura.composer excelciamusicpublishing
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The First Noel - Full Score
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